ari! 


3 Illustrated Classics from India 
Anand Math + Devi Choudhurani « Kapala Kundala 


ment ANANDA 


“ PLEASE! 
PAY TAX! WE SHALL, 


3 DIE 
(] HUNGRY ! 
a 


EIGHTEENTH CENTURY BENGAL. THE BRITISH RULE HAD SPREAD 
ITS TENTACLES FAR AND WIDE.THE SWORD HAD DRAINED THE LAND 
OF ITS RICHES. WHILE THE PEOPLE STARVED, THE OPPRESSOR 
LAUGHED... AND LOOTED. THE MUSLIM KING, WHO RULED, WAS 

A PUPPET IN BRITISH HANDS. 


< 
Cas 


IN [T73 A.D. PADACHIHNO; ONCE A FLOURISHING VILLAGE WAS REDUCED 
TO UTTéke POVERTY. THE VILLAGERS HAD FLED TO THE CITY WHERE 
BEGGING MIGHT BRING SOME FOOD. ONLY THREE PEOPLE STAYED ON — 
MAHENDRA, THE ZAMINDAR OF THE VILLAGE HIS WIFE AND HIS CHILD. 


THE CITY © 

PLEASE !1 CAN" 

BEAR IT ANY 
mor 


FOOD To Buy! 


7 


IF WE GO AWAY, THE 

DACOITS WILL 

SEIZE OUR 
PROPERTY. 


KALYANIS COUNSEL PREVAILED. 
AS A PRECAUTION » MAHENDRA 
ARMED HIMSELF 


AFTER WALKING FOR MILES 
THEY CAME UPON A DESERTED bitlT- 


YES; THEY PAY 
00D MONEY. 


SEIZING HER BY THE HAND THEY | 


WNSIDE THE FOREST, WHEN THE DACOITS 


DRAGGED HER TOWARDS THE FOREST, |WERE BUSY INSPECTING THEIR LOOT, 
KALYAN| TRIED TO ESCAPE 


AWAY-CATCH HER! 


KALYAN Dib NOT GIVE UP. 
SHE RAN ON AND ON. AT LAST= 
CAN'T RUN ANY FARTHER. 
DO 1 HEAR A SOOTHING 
voice OR 15 IT Mm’ 
IMAGINATION © 


es 


THE NEXT. MOMENT. KALAN, 
FELL UNCONSCIOUS, AT THE 
FEET OF A TALL SANTLY MAN. 


LATER — E [AND SPOKE TO|GO,BHAVANANDA. LOOK 


UHERE AM IP.) Zan 
vO ARE wouP | Cate SOME 


mS 
= 


THE HERMIT WHO HAD SAVED KALYANI 
VAS SATYANANDA-HE HAD MANY 
DISCIPLES» HE WENT OUT 


WAHENDRA > MEANDIHILE, HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY THE SOLDIERS. BHAVANANDA + 
FOUND HIM IN THEIR CUSTODY. 


CURSE THEMIIF IT a 


NOT THE DACOITS, 


SHAVANANDA DELIBERATELY 
LET THEM CATCH HIM. 


‘SPARE ME. 
TAMA 


canvas 
a 


THERES ROTIME? 
FOR QUESTIONS: 
iene 


Se ae 


TWO MORE 
RE COMING 


HIS WAY | 


DON'T PANIC! 
FORMA CIRCLE,| 


THE TERRIFIED TROOPS RAN 
FOR THEIR LIVES- ‘ 


MONEY TO 
“THE VAULTS. 


[AS BHAVANANDA AND WAHENDRA — 
WALKED “THROUOM Trim FOREST: 


HOW COULD 1. 
1AM A 


THEN BHAVANANODA CLOSED H/6 
EYES AND BURST FORTH INTO SONG. 


WE ARE NOT 
DacorTs! 
THEY ARE 
[THE DAcorTs. 


RIGHT FULLY 
BELONGS: 
To us — 
THE SONS 
OF THIS 
SOIL. 


VANDE MATARAML 


wou 
SING 
ABOUT 

A 
MOTHER 
WHO Is 

SHE 


IY LAND | AI 
HER CHILD — 
A SANTAAN! 


THOUSANDS! WE 
HAVE TAKEN A 
VOW TO FREE 
OUR MOTHER! 


THERE ! THAT IS, 
ANANDA: MATH OUR | 


ANXIOUS 

‘ABOUT MY 

WIFE. AND 
CHILD. 


SECRET ABODE . WILL 


“THEY ARE SAFE. 

WITH SATYANANDA. | 

PLLTAKE YOU TO 
HIM, 


INSIDE ANANDA MATH, SATYANANDA TOOK MAHENDRA THROUGH, A 
NETWORK OF TUNNELS TOA LARGE SHRINE. . 
J] VANE MATARAM . THis |S ie 
NE FORMA IN WHICH We i 
UR MOTHE! 
MATARAM. 


WEIR CHLD bab PICKED UP THE | | « © | Sone on ree maxe 
CASKET OF POISON Aen sort tr OUT. 
HOW DID you oer 
are owe if To 
me AT ONCE! 


JUST THEN UNNOTICED BY THEM SHE HAS range | 


NOW 1 HAVE. 
BS) NOTHING TO LIVE 


THAVE LOST ALL} 
WHY SHOULD 
1 Live ® 


TT WAS SATYANANDA- 


SATYANANDA SPIED JIVANANDA HIDING BEHIND A BUSH. HE 
CALLED OLIT SOMETHING IN SANSKRIT WHICH THE CAPTORS 
MISTOOK FOR A CHANT. 


creer ctor STAN = 


mY ZA 
FIN “THE FOREST, ON THE. BANK OF THE RIVER, 
THERE 15.4 WOMAN. 


UWANANDA SOON FOUND RALYANT. | HOPE BHAVANANDA, 
—| |or Someone ELSE 
lcomes THis way 
JAND CREMATES 
THE BODY. THE 
IcHILD NEEDS. 


THE MOTHER IS DEAD. 
BUT THE CHILD IS ALIVE. 
TT MUST BE MAHENDRAS| 


SINCE HE WAS A SANTAAN, JIVANANDA COULD NQ@T GO TO HIS WIFE THLE 
THE LAND WAS FREE. SO HE WENT TO HIS SISTER’S HOUSE. 


1 WANT YOU TO HAT A PRETTY ] 
TAKE. CARE, CHILD. GIVE IT TO ME. & 
OF THIS CHILD. 
ihe 
ae 


be 


AS JIVANANDA TURNED TO GO > 
‘SHANTI ,H/S. WIFE REACHED THERE. 


SHANTI, YOU LOOK || MY LIFE HAS NO. 
UNHAPPY - WHAT'S: 
THE MATTER? 


MEANING WITHOUT You. 


| [WITH A HEAVY HEART W/IVANANDA | 
| |PARTED FROM HIS WIFE. 


ARRESTING 
SANYASIS-AND 


DRESSED ASA NOBLEMAN, 
BHAVANANDA LEFT OW 


WHATS THIS PA 

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN! 
SHE SEEMS 
TO BE DEAD. 


BHAVANANDA BROUGHT SOME HERBS 
AND POURED THEIR JUICE INTO 
KALYANI?S. MOUTH. 


SHE 1S 
BREATHING. 


| PLL TAKE HER TO THE )<_ gf 
\cIry AND LEAVE HER agp 
INA SAFE PLACE. 

L WONDER WFO 

SHE IS. 


MEANWHILE, AT ANANDA MATH — 


URLS! AND MAHENDRA ARE 


[ARMED WITH SWORDS AND SPEARS» THE 
SANTAANS LEFT FOR THE CITY 


IN THE CITY JAIL-BHAVANANDA 
HAS NOT RETURNED EITHER. 
WE'LL FREE OUR GURUJI. 


BOLDLY THEY ATTACKED THE GUARDS OF THE JAIL 
AND FREED SATYANANDA AND MAHENDRA. 


TAM PLEASED WITH 


AS THEY PROCEEDED TOWARDS | | BRITISH SOLDIERS! 
THEY'VE HEARD OF 
GuRUuI’s ESCAPE! 

= | OHARI ! HARI! 


SE 


THEIR SWORDS AND SPEARS WERE NO LATER, BHAVANANDA TOO REACHED 

MATCH AGAINST THE GUNS .HUNDREDS | |THE SCENE BUT — ~-——————— 

DIED. FALL BACK! THIS 
Bis 


SS. 


1A THE PRESENCE OF THE 
WoTHER— 


GURUOI>1 WOULD LIRE ae 

TO BE INITIATED AS A 1g DO YOU PROMISE TO GIVE 
$2)] SANYASI I'LL READILY 

DIE FOR THE CAUSE 


THERE WAS SOMEBODY ELSE 
WAITING TO BE ORDAINED TOO- 
DO YOU PROMISE TO GIVE 

Your LIFE, IF NEED BE, 

TO FREE THE 

MOTHER ? 


YOU SEEM TO BEA 

WOMAN DISUISED 

ASA MAN. TELL AE, 
THE TRUTH. 


1 CAN FIGHT 
AS WELL AS: 
ANY MAN. 
TEST ME. 


<)))), 
EFORE SATYANANDA COULD 
OMPLETE THE SENTENCE SHANTI 
AD STRUNG THE BOW AND THROWN 
TAT THE FEET OF SATYANANDA. 


ARE You A 
FAIRY © OR A 
GODDESS © 


FROM CHILDHOOD 10 
\LLEAD A HARD LiF 


SATYANANDA THEN CALLED MAHENDRA 
To +15 ROOM. 


\| | To HeLe us. 
oot 


| CAN [ONLY FoR TONIGHT. 
1 STAY TOMORROW YOU MAHENDRA, 
Here | | must Leave. Bur | |Your DAUGHTER 


you ARE WeLcome.| |1S ALIVE. 


SIVANANDA HAS PLACED 
HER IN SAFE HANDS: 
You May SEE HER 
APTER YOU COMPLETE 

Souk mission. you 
AREA SANTAAN NOW. 


[WHAT CAN 1 D0 ]//) 
E 


J 


TO THE BLOODY 
BATTLE IN THE 

CITY-SWORDS ARE. 
INEFFECTUAL BEFORE 
GUNS.1 WANT GUNS. 


[ie WERE A WITNESS] [ 


[AT PADACHIHNO 
YOU HAVE A BIG 
HOUSE WHICH 
CAN BE SECRETLY| 
CONVERTED INTO. 
A FOUNDRY. 
THE VILLAGE 
CAN BE. 
CONVERTED INTO 
A FORT. 


ess Si th a an at Aa RS eR I at AR eit oR Be IE i aes 
SUNSMITHS AND SWORDSMITHS TO PADACHIMNO »NOW A STRONG FORT... 


AFTER ABOUT A YEAR, THE SANTAANS GATHERED IN A MANGO GROVE. 
THEIR RANKS HAD SWELLED TO QUER TEN THOUSAND. THEY WERE EAGERLY 
AWAITING THE ARRIVAL OF SATYANANCA , THEIR GURU. 

NAVINANANDA >I HEAR 

THAT WARREN HASTINGS [I 

HAS SENT A BIG ENGLISH 

ARMY UNDER CAPTAIN 


SATYANANDA CAME. 


[THE TIME 


BROTHERS! 
jg |VICTORY 15 NOT 
7p) Fae OFF. VANDE 
MATARAM} 
VANDE MATARAM! WE 
ARE READY-LET US 


(SHELLS; FIRED BY BerTisH CANNONS» 
BURST AROUND THEM- 


LIVANANBA! 
APPOINT You 

COMMANDER OF 
THE FORCES. GO, 


GET THE CANNONS 
OF THE BRITISH. 


(GURU HAS ORDERED SHOUTS OF VANDE MATARAM? RENT 
WE TO GO AND GET THE THE AIR AS THE SANTAANS RODE 
BRITISH CANNONS +) AM TOWARDS THe ENEMY. 
BOING. WiLL YOU COME P 


MEANWHILE» CAPTAIN THOMAS HAD SENT A UNIT TO COVER THE 


UTHERN PLANKS 


THE SANTAANS WERE TRAPPED + 


“THERE 1S ONLY ONE 
WAY OUT —ACROSS 
THE BRIDGE ON 
THE: RIVER AJAY. 


BHAVANANDA! NOT 
A SINGLE MAN CAN 
ESCAPE ALIVE NOW, 
UNLESS WE THINK 


BUT IF THE CANNON SHELLS 

FALL ON THE BRIDGE WHILE 

THE SANTAANS ARE NO, JIVANANDA! YOU_LEAD 

CROSSING ALL WILL DIE. |] THe SANTAANS TO SAFETY 
WHILE | HOLD BACK THE 
BRITISH. 


LET US DIE SO THAT 
OTHERS may Live. 
VANDE MATARAM | 


ae 


TH ABOUT 2000 MEN, BHAVANANDA 
ACED THE BRITISH CANNONS + 


AS UIVANANDA AND THE SANTAANS | | BHAVANANDA ATTACKED CAPTAIN | 
RODE TO SAFETY — | THomaS— 


Let NONE escape. || | P= 
FOLLOW THEM.TARE CHARGE! 
CANNONS WITH YOU- a aR 


= | 


IN A MATTER OF MINUTES CAPTAIN - 
THOMAS WAS CAPTURED, 


ON THE BRIDGE ON WHICH THE 
SANTAANS HAD GATHERED. 


BHAVANANDA COULD NOT BEAR, INSPIRED BY THE COURAGE OF 
TO SEE THE DESTRUCTION. BHAVANANDA AND JIVANANDA ,MORE 

SANTAANS RUSHED FORWARD ON 
THE SUICIOAL MISSION 


‘COME., JIVANANDA 5, 
LET US CAPTURE 
THE CANNONS. 


SOON ONE OF THE CANNONS WAS_| [THE CANNON NOW RAINED SHELLS 
= ON THE BRITIGH ARMY. 


TURN THE 
CANNON ON. 


THE 
BRITISH. 


CAPTURED. 


THE BRITISH ARMY HAD MANY CANNONS. THE SANTAANS HAD ONLY ONE. 
THE BATTLE WAS STILL UNEVEN. JUST THEN -« 


fans 


CANNONS BOOMED IN THE FOREST. 


MAHENPRA HAD BROUGHT SEVENTEEN CANNONS FROM PADACHIFNG « 


THEY ARE ouz ___\ OT 
one. eee yp lip le 


SANTAANS, WHO WERE FLEEING ACROSS THE 
BOE SEO BACK TO HOLY THE ORION | 


THE TOE OF THE BATTLE HAD TURNED. THE NATIVES IN THE BRITISH 
ARMY RAN HELTER ~SKELTER- 


\[THE SANTAANS SPARED NONE- 


fame eeee LRAT: LIVE LOSE SOLER Eien stone | 
ROUNDED THEM « BHAVANANDA SUDDENLY | 
TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO CAPT. 
THOMAS WHO WAS A PRISONER- 


HIT CAPT. THOMAS - 


| On BHAVANANDA. 


A BRITISH SOLDIERS BULLET ] THEN THEY TURNED THEIR WRATH 


1 DIE FOR 5 
IN7 MOTHER. re 
VANDE MATARAM.| SN 


THEY MOURNED THE HERO »BMAVANON "| 


TE WAS THE BRAVEST- 
MAY HIS SOUL REST 
IN PEACE 


f-—T| victory /, 
1s ours! iy, 
// 


MAVNANANSA WEL 
BRING SOUR WIFE AND 
ers 
TRTENPrNS JVANANDA WILL BRING 
"Gave coo> : 


WE HAVE FREED HE ENEMIES ARE STH 

THE MOTHER. OUR ENTRENCHED IN THE 

MISSION 1S CITY. THE BRITISH 

FULFILLED: HAVE A Bic ARMY AT 
= CALCUTTA. 


FT WON'T BE LONG BEFORE eb aN Ae NE Irs the Kee Genta) 
WE FINALLY CRUSH THEM. | 
FREE YOU FROM YOuR VOW. 


TAM A POOR 
BEGGAR. DON’ 


1AM SHANTI, | |SOON MAHENDRA WAS UNITED WITH HIS: 
uivananors’ | |iwiee AND crib. : 
WIFE.) WILL THE GODS ARE KIND TO UST 


TAKE YOU TO You ARE ALIVE-OUR CHILD 
YOUR HUSBAND. fi IS ALIVE! 


[MONTHS LATER, A LARGE ARMY WAS SENT FROM CALCUTTA UNDER 
MAJOR EDWARDS TO CRUSH THE SANTAAN UPRISING 


THE RUMOURS SPREAD BY BRITISH 
SPIES REACHED MAHENDRA’S EARS 
AT FADACHIHNO 


STOP THE PARADE: 
(] G8 READY To. 
MARCH TO THE FAIR 


Pa 


|ON THE FuLL MOON DAY, THOUSANDS 
OF SANTAANS CONVERGED AT 


MEANWHILE, NAVINANANDA PLANNED 
A VISIT TO THE BRITISH CAMP. 


WAIT HERE! 
LL GET THE, 
INFORMATION. 


|BermsH cAMP. 


NAVINANANDA, NOW DRESSED 
AS A BEGGAR WOMAN, ENTERED THE 


GIVE ME 
ALMS- 


THE TARGET | 


a < 
OU SING WELL- HERE'S A El Promise! al 1S THE FORT- 
SUPER. BUT IF YOU CAN GO AND CF must LET 
\ THEM KNOW. 


IND OUT HOW MANY GUARDS 
HEY HAVE AT “THE FORT, VLL 
GIVE YOU A 
HUNDRED. 


BACK IN THE MANGO GROVE , SHANT/ 
SAVE THE INFORMATION SHE HAD 
GATHERED TO JIVANANDA. 
GO AND INFORM GURUUJI- 
1 WILL RUSH TO. 
MAHENDRA- 


THE BRITISH ARMY 15 ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL-LET’S 
REACH THE Sop ee BEFORE 


| | THEY BEGAN SPITTING FIRE AND SHELLS 
UPON THE SANTAANS. — 


NO. CHARGE. 
FORWARD! 


THE BRITISH CANNONS WERE 
THERE BEFORE THEM. 


UIVANANDA 
HAS FALLEN. 


THEY SWEPT DOWN ON THE BRITISH FROM ABOVE THE RIDGE. THE BRITISH | 
FORCES WERE CRUSHED BETWEEN MAHENDRA?S ARMY AND SATYANANDA'S 
ARMY. = - — 


HARI! HARI! VANDE MATARAM! 
"AI a 
ots & 


TILL LATE INTO THE NIGHT 
SHANTI WAS SEARCHING FOR 
THe BODY OF 

UMANANDA. 


LIFE CAN BE 


LOOK AGAIN 
DORMANT. 


A SAINTLY 

FIeURE. HE 
HAS 

DISAPPEARED| 


GHANT! CARRIED JIVANANDAPS 
UNCONSCIOUS BODY TO THE 


HERE, TAKE THIS 
HERB-HE°LL COME 


YES, 17 15 POSSIELE 1 REMEMBER, 
Saw A SanerLy ul HAD SAID THAT. ON THE 
NOBODY KNOWS Four on rHe fill Cont ncon oaystis maorER. 
WHERE GURUJ! BATTLEFIELD. WOULD COME TO TAKE HIM TO 
Has cone ou eurtsi THe: MMALAWAS: 
HAVE GONE 
Wink Huan 


\eores ll 


WOTHING WAS LEFT OF ANANDA MATH. THOSE WHO HAD SURVIVED WENT THEIR 
SEPARATE WAYS. BUT THE SPARK REMAINED....AND THE SLOGAN-VANDE MATARAM| 


AMAR 
citrna 4 
KATHAY/ 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Devi Choudhurani 


Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the greatest wr 
iterature. His Devi Choudhuraniis an enthraling, adventurous and romantic story. 


rin the world of Bengal 


Before Bankim Chandra, writersin India had depended upon Sanskrit literature for plots. Bankim Chandra was the 
st to realise that history could be a rich source of material. His historical fiction became popular at once and he 
came to be referred to as the Walter Scott of India. His novels, although originally written in Bengali, have beer 
wanslated into many Incfan languages. 


Both Devi Choudhurani and her mentor, Bhavani Pathak, are historical characters who figure in the report o' 

jeutenant Brennan, quoted by Hunter in his ‘Statistical Account of Bengal. There is no historical explanation o' 

what converted the young, vulnerable Prafulla into the great Devi Choudhurani in the frst place, and what made he 

give it up later. However, Bankim Chancra’s fertile imagination has provided answers to these puzzling questions 
js novel, on which our tale ic based, 


Script: Debrani Mitra Illustrations: Souren Roy 


@ DEVI CHOUDHURANI 
LO? Ri Ni 


= IN DURGAPUR ,A SMALL VILLAGE OF NORTH BENGAL , THERE 
RAMAN WIDOW WITH HER BEAITIFL 
FAME OF PRAFULLA’S BEAUTY REACHED | VANE 
THE EARS OF HARABALLABH, THE ZAMINDAR| ares RRR 
Beene on neeree wish 10 MARRY 


| my ONLY CHILD 
BRAJESHWAR TO. 


[Twa DAYS LATER, THE ENVIOUS NEIGHBOURS MET HARAL 


WIFE AND TOLD HER EVERYTHING. 


THERE CAN BE 
NO SMOKE. 
FIRE. 


whine 


SO PRAFULLA HAD TO RETURN TO HER MOTHER. 


1S THERE NO 


THERE 15 ONE, THAT. DACOIT? NO, MOTHER.) 
my DAUGHTER! LET’S TAKE 0 SPINNING 
BHAVANI PATHAK. FOR A LIVELIHOOD. 


THE TWO WOMEN SPENT TWO YEARS IN DIRE 
POVERTY. THEN OME DA — 
MOTHER TT CAN'T SEE YOU 
STARVING FOR IY SAKE- 
VD RATHER GO TO mY 
IN-LAWS «> 


PRAFULLA MADE HER WAY TO HARABALLABH'S HOUSE AND STOOD BEFORE HER 


MOTHER-IN-LAW 


COME TO STAY 
WITH YOu. 


WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE You WITH 
MY CHILD | BUT 


SHE'S RIGHT!) WAIT HERE, MY CHILD! 
aa VL SPEAK TO YOUR 
FATHERMIN-LAW « 


AS SOON AS HER MOTHER-IN-LAW LEFT, PRAFULLA WAS USHERED INTO A ROOM BY THE 
BEAUTIFUL YOUNG GIRL - zi Gomme 


OW UNFORTUNATE] 

HE 1S TIN SPITE 3 THERE 15 NONE 

OF HAVING A BEAUT fi PRETTIER THAN 
you. 


— _ 
IS THIRD wire, /-) f\ FUL WIFE Like 
NAYANTARA. you. 


MEANWHILE 


BRAUN'S FIRS 


WIFE 15 HERE. 


HOW CAN 1 


CHILD AND. 


WHAT 2 
INNOT STAY 


50 
SHE CAI 
IN MY HOUSE. 


b 2 


Ae 9ou 
SAY, 
Drive HER OUT. /\_ FATHER! 


CRUSH IAC ORIN RAPE FB IAN OREN LOOT TAVIS CRP nr scan teria the recente nee ete al 
IRWARD AND TOUCHED HIS FEET. 
FORGIVE ME, PRAFULLA. 
TAM HELPLESS. AY 
FATHER DOES NOT WANT 
YOU HERE AND | CANNOT 
MAINTAIN. YOu. 


BRAJESHWAR BROUGHT OUT HIS DIAMOND FE 
RING AND GAVE IT 70 HER. 


MAINTAIN, YOU 


Re 


THAT YOU 
HAVE ACCEPTED 


ME IS ENOUGH. 


WHEN PRAFULLA RETURNED TO OURGAPUR, SHE FOUND HER MOTHER SERIOUSLY iLL + | 


[ONE DARK NIGHT, A FEW DAYS AFTER HER MOTHER'S DEATH, FOUR MEN BROKE INTO. 
PRAFULLA'S HOUSE. 


WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT 
NER BEAUTY 13 
CERTAINLY MO 

_SERAGGERATION! 


THE ZAMINDAR'S MEN CARRIED PRAFULLA THROUGH AN UNUSED JUNGLE PATH TO AVOID ANY 
ENCOUNTER WITH THE VILLAGE FOLK.WHEN THEY WERE DEEP IM THE JUNGLE — 


chance 70 ) 
Di escare. 6 


= LL, SPEND 
‘h THE NIGHT 


“THERE | 


Poor 
| OLD mal 


NT 


4 


"VE BURIED BA 
IND | 
WINDOW — YOU 


A 


as 


THE NEXT MORNING , THE OLD MAN DIEI 
ME HAD INDICATED: 


FROM WHICH THE TREASURE HAD BEEN 
DUG. THEN SHE CARRIED THE PITCHER 
SIDE AND HD IT WA_CORNER. 
AM HUNGRY. 
PO BETTER GO. 
AND BUY MY= 
SELF SOME 
FOOD: 


PRAFULLA DUG THE GROUND AT THE SPOT 


a 
|pows 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
NERC, MOTHER"? THD 
FOREST 15 NO PLACE 


FOR A LADY LIKE YOU. 


} 


ere ry 


you MAY Buy 
WHAT YOU NEED 
iv FROM mY 
COTTAGE. 
IT 15 MILES Away. 
BUT ... WHO ELSE 
STAYS WITH YOU 


aT WIS. COTTAGE, PRAFULLA TOOK THE 


"ROVISIONS AND GAVE Tit THE GOLD COIN 
SHE HAD BROUGHT WITH HER. 


foney such COINS! 

BELL, onoWene 

Your House rut [/, wi DOES He 

Your’ HOUSE WANT To SEE My 

Pament Laver. /p HOUSE ® PERHAPS 
He wats To ROB 


A! SNOW WHY YOU HESITATE.) 145 SOON AS BHAVAN! PATHAK SOUNDED THE GONG, 
WOU THINK IAM A THIER. | [SOME ATY CncoI® ASSEMBLED NV PRONTO 
ph naa Exe: | | BeBe A Eshir sa NOW Mao 


TE 19 THE 
GREAT BHAVAN! 
THAKUR. 


REGARD THIS LADY 

AS YOUR MOTHER AND’ 
LET NO HARM BEFALL 
HER. NOW DISPERSE , 


AFTER THE DACOITS HAD GONE— _[e Eo aaa 


FG tat cence we 
rag ey uirree choice 
THERE! YOU CANNOT Fan ReaC | WiLL TELL Him 
LEAVE THIS. PLACE % . 

UNLESS | WISH IT- 

but TRUST me — 

NO HARM WILL 

COME TO YOU. 


BS  MOINEL IG IEE CO LINGE | PRAEUE LAT Mt HER ESTOR YE BUT HC 
THE FACTS RIA 


THIS TREASURE, 
TELL ME WHAT 
JO.DO WITH IT, 


INSTRUCTIONS: 
WITHOUT. 

QUESTIONING 

THEM AND. 


AS BHAVAN PATHAK CAME OUT OF THE 
COTTAGE, HE MET HIS DEPUTY 5 RANGARA 


WHAT'S THE BATTER, 


RANGARAY 2 YOU 
LOOK PERTURBED. 
se 


THE GOVERNMENT 
TAX-COLLECTORS 
HAVE LOOTED 
RANGPUR VILLAGE 


SHALL WE ATTACK 

THEM AND RETURN 

THE VILLAGERS" 
PROPERTY > 


‘OF COURSE! 
NOW LISTEN, I'VE 
AT LAST FOUND A 
‘QUEEN’ FOR US. 


= 


SOON AFTER BHAVAN! PATHAK LEFT, 1 VHAVE ONLY A 

| PRAFULL A'S INSTRUCTRESS ARRIVED - SISTER.I'LL BRING 

HER HERE SOME 
oa 


PRAFOLLAS 
MORNING 


“h i 
Jal 


WHILE NISHI TOOK CHARGE OF PRAFULLA'S PRACTICAL TRAINING, BHAVAN PATHAK 
INSTRUCTED HER ON VARIOUS ARTS AND SCIENCES. 


NOW THAT YOU'VE LEARNT 

THE LANGUAGE YOu MAY 
TAKE UP LITERATURE. 

| LET KUMARA SAMBHAVAM®, 
BE THE FIRST BOOK. 


[THiS YEAR YOU ARE YALL | NEED 15 A A -AYS KRISHNA, WORK 
REQUIRED TO SLEEP PLACE TO SLEEP. THEN FOR WORK’S SAKE AND, 
ON The. BARE NO} FOR THE FRUIT THEREOF, 


INTHE THIRD YEAR— | [WRESTLING DISCIPLINES 
Byat\ BOTH BODY AND MIND, 


BUT, WHAT SHALL 


‘NOW YOU CAN DEAL 
10 Now © 


Wirt ANY SITUATION 
WITH A CALM AND 
COURAGEOUS MIND. 


Ba 


THEN | WOULD LIKE 10 
YOIN YOU AS YOUR 
ASSISTANT 


aN ms 


DACOIT GANG -IN A SHORT PERIOD 
48 


all Wi 
ULL A THUS 


| (She BECAME WELL 
© FEMININE OF CHOUDHURI . WHICI 


THE PEOPLE OF YOUR 
VILLAGE SWEAR THAT 
YOU ARE DEAD. BUT. 

SOMETHING TELLS ME 
THAT YOU ARE ALIVE. 


TAM RUINED, iy SON! ONCE 
AGAIN THE PACOTTS HAVE 
LOOTED MY REVENUE 


TWILL TRY TO 


SA BORROW “THE AMOUNT 


BRAJESHWAR WENT TO SEE HIS FATHER-IN-LAW. BUT — 


Gou ARE CALLOUS 


STAY HERE A 
MINUTE LONGER... 


BRAJESHWAR RUSHED OUT IN A RAGE. 
SAGAR RAN OUT AFTER HIM AND FELL 


| [WHEN BRAJESHWAR TRIED TO FREE 


‘AT WS FEET. 
NO. 1 HAVE SEVERED 


ALL TIES WITH YOu 
‘AND YOUR FATHER. 


ane, 


eR eo epee | 


TAM A BRAHMAN’S ~-ONE DAY I'LL 


BRAIESHWAR THOUGHT IT WAS SAGAR'G VOICE AND LEFT IN A RAGE. SAGAR 
HARDLY NOTICED IT +50 Full OF WONDER WAS SH 


APPEARED THROUGH THE GATE. DEAD. NOW LET'S HURRY, 


Lwe HAVE To FULFIL, OUR 
Nn 


SAGAR TREMBLED 95 DEV) CHOUDHURAN) ic SAGAR! PRAFULLA o 


PONT BE AFRAID! )(1 AM AN UNFORTUNATE cists 
VCOME AS YOUR ‘Of! PRAFULLA 
FRIEND» “nS oul 


THAT NIGHT, A BARGE WAS ANCHORED ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER TRISROTA. 


YOUR CANOE . SEE 
THAT THERE 15 NO, 
BLOODSHED. 


RINGARAT CAME TO H15 CANCE AND GAVE ORDERS 


wy ; REMEMBER, HO 
wun. ust 
Tie nein UP. 


AS SOON AS KANGARAU'S CANOE CAUGHT UP WITH THE BOAT» 115 MEN JUMPED ONTO 17 


DacorTs | DacorTs! SPARE WED 
aes = } ——— 


5 J 


WITHIN A SHORT TIME ,THE DACOITS TIED UP ALL THE BOATMEN AND CAUGHT HOLD 
OF BRAJESHWAR. 


TV HEARD THAT SHE 
18 BEAUTIFUL AND, 
YOUNG. 4 


BRAJESHWAR WAS LED TO THE WAITING BARGE WHERE HE WAS LEFT IN FRONT OF 


A VEWED LADY. THI 
i i Am_NOT DEUI! 
| 1 HAVE BOUGHT You 


| ky FROM rier. YOU ARE 
mY SLAVE NOW. 7 


BROUGHT. ME 
HERE, DEVI! 


STOP TALKING 
NONSENSE! NOW, 


AS SOON AS BRAVESHWAR TOUCHED HER iJ ‘BUT HOW DID YOU 
FEET, Tie LADY REMOVED HER VElL WITH COME HERES 
LAUGH. = 


I NEED THIS 
MONEY. BUT 
VAN ONLY 
ACCEPT IT 

AS A LOAN: 


AS YOU PLEASE! YOU MAY MEET 
ME HERE ON “THE SEVENTH 
NIGHT OF THE FULL MOON IN, 


LOAN. BUT "TAKE 


(cent? REPAY THE: 
THIS AS A GIFT. 


TT OM BRAJESHWAR'S FINGER. 


irri Laree, 


25 DRAIEGTVAE WHE RETURNING HOWE. Wi SAGAR — [TTY 


MY NAME ENGRAVED ON IT! 
SAGAR, TELL ME! WHO 19, 
THIS DEV @ SHE COULDN'T 


SHE IS PRE 
RECOGNI: 


THE MOMENT 1 SAW // 


PAFULLAI 
ISED HER 


Re 


1GOT IT FROM DEVI THAT DACOIT! WHERE 
CHOUDHURAM- WE: 


HAVE. TO RETURN 
=, IT IN BAISAKH, 


10 aaa iat 9s 


WILL YOU BE MEETING 


(Ls 


sian Sip RE TAI 


RETURN THE TAINTED 


"PRIZE “MONEY, 


MEANWHILE, DEVI MET BHAVAN) PATHAK. 


THAKUR 51 AM TIRED OF 

PLAYING QUEEN! TAKE 

ALL MY (MONEY AND) 

PERMIT ME TO GO BACK 
70 my. 


PEOPLE REVERE 
WOU ASA GoDvESS.\ 
WITHOUT You 
(OUR MISSION 


WOULD FAIL. 


(MOREOVER NEAT WEEK [ 
MOU. ARE TO HOLD COURT 
AND DISTRIBUTE MONEY 


TO THE POOR. 


MEANWHILE ,BRAJESHWAR TOO 
WAS UNHAPPY. = 


PRAFULLA A DACOIT? 
WHY DACOITY OF 
ALL PROFESSIONS? 


RANI ARRESTED. SEND OUT A 
FEW SOLDIERS WITH MmE- 


WE HAVE BEEN TRYING. 
TO ARREST HER FOR A LONG 
(Tine. LIEUTENANT BRENNAN WiLL 
ACCOMPANY YOU WITH FIVE 
HUNDRED SOLDIERS. 


UNAWARE OF HIS FATHER'S MOVE, 
BRAESHWAR WENT TO MEET DEV! 
ON The APPOINTED DAY. 


WOW you KNOW 
Cyery mane eer 
euny Tae Saese JI oe ree By Your 
Tanepinteny rie se ad 


BRITION ARE 
COMING TO 
ARREST me. = 


THEN | UTE, 


1AM SORRY, 
| COULD NOT RAISE 
THE MONEY. BUT. 
PRAFULLAY WHY 


ARE, YOU A 
DACOIT® y 


BUT | HAVE TO 


my 
LET THEM ARREST FATHER, AN 
Me. OTHERWISE \ INFORMER 2 
YOUR FATHER 


WOULD BE IN 
DANGER- 


ASK HiM TO GO BACK, 


TO THE BRITISH WITH 
AWHITE FLAG ! 


RANGARAY, LOOK 
AT THE =kY. GOD 
19 WITH ME 


AFTER CONVINCING BHAVANI PATHAK OF DEVI'S INTENTIONS, RANGARAL WENT TO 
LIEUTENANT BRENNAN WITH THE WHITE FLAG 


ik! LOOK, OUR ‘@000] NOW TAKE 
MEN “ARE RETREATING! ( mE TO YOUR DEVI 
We ACCEPT DEFEAT. /\, cHOUDHURANI- 


m* 


APTER ENSURING THAT 119 BOATS HAD SURROUNDED DEVIS BARGE, LIEUTENANT BRENNAN, 
ALONG WITH RANGARAY AND HARABALLABH, ENTERED IT-HE MET NISH| AND HER SISTER 


BOTH DRESSED LIKE QUEENS T, 
WHICH ONE OF SPY NO SHE IS LYING HN 
You Is DEVE \ RO" 
CHOUDHURANI® NN 
urna, J AN 


MAID. LL ARREST THE 
‘OTHER TWO AND 
DECIDE LATER. 


AS DEV HAD ANTICIPATED, A VIOLENT BTORM SOON BROKE OUT. DEVI'S BOATMEN WERE 
PREPARED FOR (T- BEFORE ANYONE COULD REALISE WHAT WAS HAPPENING, HER BARGE 
PIERCED: THE CORDON OF ENGLISH BOATS AND WAS 2 


CON OUT OF OMT 
ey. 


‘SORRY, LIEUTENANT! YOu 
ARE OUR CAPTIVE NOW! 


= =| [A Few He 
1F You CARE TO 100K” X Wariwie, 
THROUGH THE WINDOW, 


a DEV, TRNED 70 
YOU WILL REALISE i DA ays 
; WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO SENTENCE 
BOTH OF You 
TO DEATH 


TWILL IF YOU 

MARRY Md. SISTER. 
SHE 

spine, 


YOU ARE FREE TO 
¢ ZA GO, LIEUTENANT. 
Ay and DON'T TRY 
TO FIGHT US IN 


coupe 4 
your 
HOUSE TOMORKOW, 
#2 


Z 


THE NEXT DAY, PRAFULLA AND BRAJESHWAR TOOK LEAVE OF THE OTHERS ~ 
ol Fi, | PANGARAY LTAKE CHARGE 
4 if OF MY MONEY AND CON— 
‘ Y 2.Ue eee 
Y 20) Annis ; 
A Mou 


BRAUA! HOW DID 
YOU GET BACK THIS, 
LOST TREASURE®, 


‘SHH! SAGAR! 


HER TRAINING IN THE FOREST HELPED PRAFULLA TO BECOME AN IDEAL 

HOUSEWIFE - EVERYONE , INCLUDING, HARABALLABH DOTED ON HER. RS FOR 

BHBUDNI PATHAK, HE WAS $0 DEJECTED THAT HE SUBMITTED 
HIMSELF TO THE AUTHORITIES AND WAS DEPORTED. 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Kapala Kundala 


Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) is considered to be one of the graatest writers inthe world of Bengal 
lteratue, He wrote Kapsla Kundala his second novel, when he was only 28 years od 


Iki said that when Bankin Chandra lived in Kanth, onthe coast of southwest Bengal, a hapalit(a Tantric worshipp 
of Kalior Shiva] frequently visited him, The mystery surrounding the kapalik nade a deep impression on Bankim. 
He conceived the idea of writing anavel about agirlbrought up by a kapalitin complete isolation from the civilse 
world, 


‘The name Kapale Kundala has been taken from the Sanskrit play, MalatrMaciava. in the play, Kapalais the associate 
‘of the evil kapal, Aghora Ghanta, and sheis as heinous as her mente, But although our heroinein Kapale Kunde 
was also brought up by an evil kapalit, she is full human affection and kindness. 


story is fll of romantic and interesting characters. Whie presenting this fascinating tale of romance, certain 
‘events and characters have been omitted and the story has been modified to make it suitable for children 


Script: Debrani Mitra Illustratio 


DURING THE REIGN OF AKBAR THE GREAT, A LONE BOAT WAS RETURNING FROM 
A VOYAGE OF PILGRIMAGE TO GANGASAGAR.*A DENSE FOG HAD DESCENDED 

AND, THOUGH IT WAS EARLY IN THE MORNING, NOTHING COULD BE SEEN FOR 
MILES. THE BOAT HAD LOST ITS WAY. 


OH GOP] WE IT WILL BE WORSE IF WE. 


* THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER HOOGHLY 


PLEASE! PLEASE! REMAIN| 
CALI. WE SHOULD FIND 
OUR WAY BY DAYBREAK. 


WHY NOT © BUT DOESN'T 
THE BEAUTY OF THE SEA 
MAKE YOU FORGET 

YOUR, FEARS © 


NAVAKUMAR,ARE_ YOU 
SURE? SHALL WE BE 
ABLE TO GO BACK 


Fie TALL TREES ENCIRC- 
LING THE SILVERY 
WATERS ARE 
LOVELY TO 
BEHOLD. 


CED 
THE SHORE! 
THE SHORE! 
EZ 


BUT HOW SHALL 
WE COOKE WE 


THEY SAILED TOWARDS 
THE SHORE AND 7 
DIGEMBARKED- 


THERE AND RISK 
BEING KILLED BY 
TIGERS & 


NO ONE ELSE DARED TO GO.SO NAVA= 
KUMAR WENT INTO THE FOREST ALONE. 


THIS 1S VERY HARD. 

WORK. AM NOT. 

USED TO CARRYING: 
EAV' 


[MEANWHILE NEAR THE SHORE — 


‘SOON IT WILL BE 
HIGH TIDE AND WE 
WIL BE STRANDED, 


WHAT ABOUT 

NAVAKUMARS WE, 

CAN'T LEAVE HIM 
BEHIND. 


HE HAS BEEN 
lAWAY FOR 
MORE THAN 
FOUR HOURS, 


THE STORMY WATERS UNNERVED THEM AND THE 
PASSENGERS RUSHED TO THE BOAT. 


THEY WERE DRIVEN A LONG WAY OFF THE COAST AND THEY DECIDED NOT TO COME 
BACK FOR NAVAKUMAR. : 


@y\ro Fino some 
Bs SHELTER. 


HIM TO HAVE, 
DARED ENTER. 
SHAT FOREST. 


IT WAS LATE IN THE EVENING WHEN NAVA 
KUMAR RETURNED TO FIND HIS COMPANIONS, 


[OR, PERHAPS, THEY VE 
DESERTED ME! ANYWAY, 
1 MUST FIND, 

SHELTER FOR 
THE NIGHT. 


NO SIGN OF 
THEM | THEY 


LOOKING FOR SHELTER IN THE AS HE DREW NEARER, HE SAW A KAPALIK® 
FOREST, NAVAKUMAR SAW A FIRE MEDITATING BEFORE THE FIRE. 


TAM A BRAHMAN, 


AFTER A WHE y 
Z Foi". oe VNEED FOOD 
y ‘AND SHELT 

: ie you WANT? sashes 


a 


THE KAPALIK TOOK NAVAKUMAR TO HIS WAVARUMAR WAS SO TIRED THAT 
COTTAGE. Fou cAN EAT THIS FRUIT HE SLEPT TILL THE NEXT EVENING. 


AND SLEEP HERE. BUT 


COTTAGE TILL 
T RETURN 


WHEN HE FINALLY WOKE UP — 


JHE WENT OUT IN SEARCH OF FOOD. | 


iE KAPALIK, 
must HAVE. 


AHLTHIS FRUIT 
16 DELICIOUS! 


|\'D BETTER GO 
| BACK NOW. THE 
KAPALIK MUST 
HAVE RETURNED. 4 


T THOUGHT THAT 

IT WOULD BE EASY 

TO RETURN TO 
STHE COTTAGE. 


cee 


HAVE YOU LOST 
tn 


‘OH! YOU GAVE 
ME A START! 
WHO ARE You? 


TAM KAPALA NAVARUMAR FOLLOWED HER AS IF IN A 
KUNDALA.COME, TRANCE APTER LEADING HIM TO THE 

3 COTTAGE, THE BEALITIFUL MAIDEN 
STEPPED BEHIND A BUSH AND 
DISAPPEARED INTO THE FOREST. 


(Vu SHOW you THE 


WAY. JUST FOLLOW, 
met ae 


PLEASE SHOW ME THE 
Way. 


THE GIRL FLED LIKEA FRIGHTENED DEER. 


YOU CANNOT FREE) 
YOURSELF FROM) 
pA 


THE KAPALIK DRAGGED HIM AWAY TOHIS PLACE OF MEDITATION... _} 
‘BE CALM! ANYWAY, 
You ARE GIVING YOUR 
LIFE FOR A SACRED 


CAUSE. 


AFTER WS PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
SACRIFICE WERE COMPLETED — 


oa 
SCIMITAR 21 MUST = 
HAVE. DROPPED IT 


WHILE HE WAS 


Cee, ‘sTRUGELING 
e ea ME. 


ie BOUND Hist FIRAET: Ze 
DON'T TRY VA : 
TO RESIST. Af 


THE KAPALIK WENT AWAY TO 


LOOK FOR THE SCIMITAR+.- EA APPEARED WITH THE | gem 7, 
ecimtrae? 
ip ‘SH-SHH! DON'T MAKE| y 
z 3 


HEAR US -I'LL FREE /& 
you IN NO Time, < 


KAPALA KUNDALA THEN LED NAVAKUMAR TO 


A TEMPLE IN THE FOREST AND TOLD THE 
PRIEST THERE THE WHOLE STORY. 


FIRST LET ME 
TALK TO THIS 
YOUNG MAN. 


THE PRIEST TOOK NAVAKUMAR INTO THE TEMPLE « 

THE YOUNG LADY WILL)/1S THERE ANYTHING 

BE IN MORTAL DANGER ](1 CAN DO 10 SAVE 
HER FROM 


SYTHE RAPAUKS es 


Ss 


YES. YOU CAN 2a) SHE IS A BRAHMAN- 
MARRY HER, AND SHE WAS BROUGHT UP] 
TAKE HER WITH 3 BY THE KAPALIK. 


~ 7 POOR GIRL! | WILL 
—f aapuy PROTECT HER. 
SHE HAS SAVED MY LIFE, 
‘AND SHE'S BEAUTIFUL 
AND Goo?! 


HERE IS SOME MONEY THANK YOU!) WILL 

f[ FOR YOUR EXPENSES ON NEVER FORGET YOUR, 
THE WAY. HIRE A PALAN- KINDNESS. 
QUIN FOR KAPALA 


AFTER THE PRIEST HAD LEFT, A PALANQUIN: | HOPE WE REACH THE 
WAS HIRED FOR KAPALA AND THEY NEXT VILLAGE SOON. MY. 
CONTINUED THEIR. JOURNE' | 


GRADUALLY HE LOST PACE BUT BY NIGHTFALL NAVAKUMAR 
PALANGUIN: BECAME WORRIED. THE VILLAGE WAS 


“THEVLL WAIT FOR [NOWHERE IN SIGHT Tope KARL 
CAN'T HURRY.1 AM 
1 FAR TOO TIRED. pe 


AT THE INN. | AM. 
a 


TO MAKE PREPARA- 
TIONS AT THE 
VILLAGE INN -.. 


-WHEN SUDDEN-) 
Ly pACOITS. 
ATTACKED. 


F THEY “TOOK AWAY 
‘ALL MY BELONGINGS, 
WHILE MY PALANQUIN + 


REACH 
THE INN 
Nowe 


GOING TO THE INN TO JOIN MY 
WIFE -1 HOPE, 


THE WN WAS, AFTER: ALL, NOT VERY FAR | |LATER AT Tit INN— 
AWAY, AND THEY SOON REACHED Ii I DID NOT RECOGNIGE Hin 
AT FIRST, BUT 1AM SURE, 
Now. IT MUST BE HIM! 1'LL 
SPEAK To HIM AGAIN AND’ 
FIND OUT. 


AHL MY WIFE HAS 


ARRIVED ALREADY, 


mY NAME IS MATI BIBI. THIS 1S MY WIFE, \ 
Mave cone "0. 3) (poms KUNDAA 
Ge fron iitcn 
Sunrann OF 
seinem. 


is\\\ 


| 
sor 
aH 


5) 


IT’S NOTHING | THE 
ORNAMENTS | WAS 

WEARING WERE HAD ALREADY TAKEN TO. 
| STOLEN BY THE < 
DACOITS, BUT... 


STILL HAVE SOME LEFT. THESE 
WERE IN THE LUGGAGE WHICH MY MEN 


WHY DID YOU GIVE) HE IS NOT A 
STRANGER. HE 
1S MY HUSBAND] 


SUCH VALUABLE, 
JEWELLERY TO A 
STRANGER & 


YES «1 WAS MARRIED 
TO HIM. BUT WHEN MY 
FATHER BECAME A 
CONVERT TO ISLAM, HIS, 


FATHER DECIDED 10 
SSPURN ME. 1 


YES THAT HAS BEEN MY 


WE WERE \ THIS 1S UNIMAGINABLE! CAN \| [--AND THAT SHE 
dust \IT REALLY BE TRUE THAT 
CHILDREN / THE WIFE OF A BRAHMAN IS 
THEN. NOW THE SWEETHEART OF MEHR-UNNISA 
FOR THE 


PRINCE SALIM f 
: PRINCE'S 


a FEW DAYS LATER, NAVAKUMAR ARRIVED AT SAPTAGRAM WITH HIS BRIDE, 
REACHING HOME, THEY RECEIVED A JOYOUS WELCOME FROM His MOTHER AND 


OF PROSPERITY. 
\ HAVE BROUGHT BACK 


ae — 


SHYAMA. WHAT 
1S YOURS? 


WHAT AN ODP NAME! AT FIRST KAPALA KUNDALA WAS NOT HAPPY AT 
WE'LL CALL YOU SAPTAGRAM . SHE BECAME VERY QUIET AND 
RINMAYEE. Ts = 
sas THOUGHT [ONE HAS 10 WORK 5 


I FEEL LIKE RUNNING 
AWAY TO THE FOREST, 


THE LOVE AND 
AFFECTION 
SHOWERED BY 


ME BACK. 


SHYAMA WAS RIGHT.THE WILD KAPALA 


TARINMAYEE , DON'T 
KUNDALA GRADUALLY BECAME 


LOOK $0 SAD. YOU 
WILL LEARN TO. MRINMBYEE, THE HOUSEWIFE. 
LIKE DOMESTICITY, 


WV THE NERY TIME, MATI BIB] HAD RETURNED TO AGRA; BUT HER THOUGHTS WERE 
STILL WITH MAVAKUMAR-ONE DAY SHE WAS TALKING TO HER MAID — 


YOU'VE BEEN QUITE z g WHICH ONE 2 THE 
SILENT ON THE PAST ONE OR THE 
i FUTURE ONE © 


SUBJECT. WHAT DO 
You THINK OF my & 


THE AGT IS) BUT WHAT ABOUT 
THE ONLY THE PRINCE ® 


HAVE YOU HEARD © 
EMPEROR AKBAR |S 
NO MORE . PRINCE 
SALIM WILL BE 

CROWNED S00N- 


MATT BIBI LEFT AGRA TO SETTLE 
Down AT SAPTAGRAM- 


ONE DAY SHE SUMMONED NAVAKUMAR. 


TAKE ME AS 
YOUR WIFE. 


IF YOU CAN'T 

TAKE INE AS YOUR 
WIFE THEN ACCEPT 
MBAS YOUR. MAID. 


A POOR BRAHMAN | 
CANNOT TAKE A, 
RICH WOMAN OF 


(ne CANNOT BE. 
THE COURT AS | 


TWILL OFFER ALL MY 
BELONGINGS TO YOU. 
DON'T YOU SEE THAT 


‘YOU ARE FREE TO 
GO BACK TO AGRA.| 


THE THRONE 


[MAT BIBI BECAME VERY ANGRY. 


YOU CAN'T ESCAPE) 
‘ME. WHEN | WANT 
SOMETHING, 
UGET IT. 


UST BECAUSE 1AM 
YOUR. WIFE. YOU CANNOT 
ORDER ME AROUND 


__UKE THE! 


f 
WHO ARE YOU? Lah 


HE LOOKED AT HER KEENLY. cry) 


YOU'LL HEAR 
FROM ME SOON. 


= OODBHE! 
A goons 


PADMAVATI. 


fee) HOW CAN | TAKE HER 
BACK NOW 2 THAT 
WOULD BE 
UNTHINKABLE IN 
OUR SOCIETY. 


FIRST, KAPALA 
KUNDALA’S 
DEATH. SECOND 
REUNION WiTr 
ihY HUSBAND. 


HOW Do You 
LIKE MY 
DISGUISE, 


EXCELLENT! 
BUT WHAT ARE 
‘YOU AFTER 2 


DISGUISED ASA MAN, MATI BI! WENT TO 
THE FOREST NEAR NAVAKUMAK'S HOUSE 


OUT HER PLANS. HOWEVER HER 


70 WAIT FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CARRY 


GOING NEARER SHE SSW THE KAPALIK 
PERFORMING SOME RITES AND CHANTING 


THE NAME KAPALA KUNDALA'REPEATED- 
LY. SUDDENLY THE KAPALIK BECAME 
AWARE OF HER» 


ATTENTION WAS 


THIS 1S FOR 
KAPALA 
KUNDALA =» 


mas 


KUNDALA! 

I UST FIND 
our MORE 
ABOUT 


Fam wreresteD \| 
IN RAPALA KUNDALA 
00. WHAT HAVE 
YOU AGAINST HERS 


WHAT 
Do you 


ven ° 


i eroucnt HER UP, 
BUT SHE DECEIVED: 

IME. SHE RAN AWAY 

AND MARRIED NAVA- 

KUAAR “1 WANT 
HER TO DIE. 


DESIRE HER, 
DEATH. 


1 WILL TELL 

you HOW TO. 

BRING ABOUT 
HER DEATH. 


THE TWO BEGAN TO PLOT: 


| MEANWHILE — 


MRINMAYEE,| NEED. 
AMEDICINAL HERE 
FROM THE FOREST, 
BUT IT'S GOING 70 AS 


‘wry eWwHaT's 
‘THE PROBLEM, 
SHYAMA®. 


THE HERB MUST 
BE PLUCKED BY 
A WOMAN EXACTLY 
AT MIDNIGHT. AND 
SHE MUST BE ALONE. 
OTHERWISE IT 
WON'T HAVE THE 
DESIRED EFFECT. 


YOU KNOW THAT 
| DON'T FEAR. THE 
UUNGLE . PLL GET 


my Saou wee 

AND IF He Doe, SHOU 

TOBEY Hin EVEN IF HE 
i UNuuere 


THAT NIGHT SHE WAS PREPARING TO 
STEAL AWAY INTO THE FOREST, BUT — 


MRINMAYEE! 

WHERE'ARE You) TO FETCH A 
leona? HERB FOR 
SHYAMA - 


AT THIS te ) 1E EXPLAINED WHY SHE HAD 
TIME OF . TO. GO ALONE . NAVAKUMAR. 
NIGHT? RELUCTANTLY LET HER Gt 


ALONE IN THE FOREST, SHE HAPPENED 
A YOUNG MAN» 


KAPALA KUNDALA! 
PM GLAD WE'VE 
i MET AT LAST. 


DON'T BE AFRAID. 
1AMA WOMAN AS YOu 
ARE. THERE IS A 

REASON FOR THIS 

DISGUISE. 


(RAPALA KUNDALA RECOGNISED THE KAPALIK IMMEDIATELY AND WAS PETRIFIED. 


RAPALA KUNDALA KEPT HER WORD,) 
BUT SHE SAID NOTHING ABOUT IT | 
TO HER HUSBAND. A FEW DAYS 


WRINMAYEE 16} 
GOING OUT 
AGAIN | AND 


NER TO SEE, 
WHERE SHE 
IS GONG. 


Now YOU CAN 
3EE FOR YOUR- 
SELF HOW 
THINGS ARE 


SHE COMES 
HERE TO MEET 
THIS YOUNG 


<APALA_KUNDALA,, 
iOWEVER, DISPLEASt 
<ALI WHEN SHE 
RESCUED YOU. 


IF SHEHAD NOT 


DONE THAT, YOU 
WOULD HAVE 
KILLED mE! 


YOU ALSO DISPLEASED 
THE GODDESS BY RUNNING 
‘AWAY. NOW YOU CAN 
ATONE. BY SACRIFICING 
YOUR WIFE TO KALI. 


DON'T YOU SEE, a UEALOUSY GAINED THE UPPER 
SHE Ig UNFAITHFUL Z 2 HAND. 


TLL DO Ir. 
YES, SHE IS 
UNFAITHFUL 


THE NEXT EVENING — 


FOREST ! 


INAVAKUMAR FORCED HER TO ACCOMPANY Hi. _[ BUT | DON'T 


MRINMAYEE ! THE TIME 
HAS COME ‘TO ANSWER 
FOR YOUR. SINS «1 AM. 


THAT'S NOT TRUE. 

HOWEVER, 1 DON'T: 

WISH TO DEFEND 
MYSELF... 


1D RATHER, 1S SHE [AS THEY CAME NEAR THE PLACE OF SACRIFICE, 
DIE THAN BE INNOCENT? p| |WAVAKUMAR SUDDENLY CAME TO HIS 


Suspectee 2 


AND THIS 1S THE MRINMAYEE! WHY DON’T _ 

WOMAN WHO YOU SHOW ME THE LIGHT? 

SAVED ME! HOW WHY DON'T YOU TELL ME 

CAN IKILL HER. TWAT WHAT 1 SAW WAS 
AT HIS : 


AN ILLUSION? 
SUGGESTION? 


1T was! You 

THOUGHT | WAS 

MEETING A MAN, 

BUT IT WAS A 

WOMAN IN DIS— 
| Guise! it 


7" BELIEVE You, NY THE FOREST MAKES 
MRINMAYEE. FORGIVE \US TAKE LEAVE OF OUR 
ME.1 AM NOT SENSES.LET’S GO 
WORTHY OF You, A “AWAY FROM HERE 
QuIEKLY. 


IT HAD ALL STARTED IN THE FOREST AND WAS ABOUT TO END IN THE 
OREST. WE BO NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED AFTERWARDS TO THe EVIL 


KAPALIK AND MAT BIBI. THEY WERE LEFT IN THE. DARK WHILE NAVAKUMAR 
AND KAPALA KUNDALA CAME BACK TO THE LIGHT. 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Bengali Classics 


Benkin Chanda Chott 
Bengal itertwe. This 


tnyay (1838-1634) is considered t& be one of the gi 
at Chitra Katha vlume prevents thes of his famous stots, 


‘The frst, Ananda Math. ie considered to boa milestone in the history of moder ftion in Ida. trecsved such 
wide acclaim inthe late 18th contr that Benkim Chandra is author, was referred asthe Walter Scott of India. 
This story vvidy depicts the struggle for freedom in 1773 Bengal. Inthe face ofall the misery one nen named 
Satyonanda yearned for truth, justice and freedom, Translations of this story appeared in Telugu, Kannada 
Malayalam, Hind! and Udu. The song Vande Motaran, which Bankim Chanda fist wrote i this novel, echoed 
though the Indian freedom moversent; drag the Non- Cooperation movement the song wa heard onthe ips of 
‘many, while they braved the lthis ofthe Brtish police force. 


Bankin Chanda wrote Kepala Kundsla when he was ony 28 years old. The name Kapale Kundoa has been taken 
from he Sanskt play, Melati Madhav, Inte play, Kepalas the associat ofthe el apalik,Aghora Ghanta, and 
tha sas heinove as her mentor. But although our heroine in Kapaa Konda wae ale brought up by a0 el Kapa 
she is fll human affecton and kindness. While presanting this fascinating tle of romance, certain vents and 
characters have been onited andthe story has been modified o make itsuitable for children, 


‘The tird story Devi Choadhurani san enhraling, adventurous and roman story. Both Dev Choudhurai and her 
‘mente, Bhavari Pathak, ae historical chereces who figure in the repr of Lieutenart Brennan. quoted by Hunter in 
is ‘Statistical Aecount of Beng. There i n historical explanation of what converted the yourg, vulnerable Prafula 
Into the great Cevi Choudhuranl in the fst lac, and what mate her give It up ltr. However, Bankim Chandra's 
ferileimagination has provided answers to these puzalng questions in his novel, on which ou ale is base, 
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